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The historian attempting to comprehensively establish the living conditions of a particular society, or to determine 
rises and falls in population, is setting out on a difficult path. The sources and documents are typically lacking and 
he is thus forced to ‘invent’ new sources or use methods borrowed from elsewhere to make the existing sources 
speak. Indeed, when examining a document, he may be compelled to adopt the approaches of other disciplines 
such as social anthropology, ethnographic enquiry, or quantitative methodologies. 
This Study — after tracing the development of quantitative history through its various pioneers and schools of 
thought — looks in depth at methods by which the population of various historical Islamic cities can be measured. 
These methods draw on demographic theories, ways of teasing out the demographic clues scattered throughout 
classical texts, and mathematical extrapolations based on the area of and number of public buildings in these 
cities that can be used as indicators of population dynamics. 


Keywords: Islamic history, Population, Historical demography, Quantitative approaches, Mashreq. 
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Professor of Higher Education, Mohamedkil.University in Morocco. Member of Research Group 5648 at the National Centre for 
Academic Study in France. Received his doctorate in history and archaeology from Lumière-Lyon University, France. 
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26 Ibid. p. 54. 
27 Ibid. pp. 59 - 60. 


28 Charles Pellat, "Peut-on connaître le taux de natalité au temps du Prophète”? A la recherche d’une méthode," Journal of the Economic and 
Social History of the Orient, vol. 14, no. 2 (August 1971), pp. 107 - 135. 
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Charles Pellat, "Quelques chiffres sur la vie moyenne d’une catégorie de musulmans," in: Mémorial Alfred Bel 
(Leyde: Brill, 1974). 
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29 Charles Pellat, "Quelques chiffres sur la vie moyenne d’une catégorie de musulmans," in: Mémorial Alfred Bel (Leyde: Brill, 1974), 
PP. 233 - 246. 
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.34-9 ÿe «(2002) 4 sal « hBlS dlèee «lee ll 45 : pool cbalill ac JUS ol oRull 4$>" «ul so ae 30 
31 Barkan, p. 11. 
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Omer Lutfi Barkan, "Essai sur les données statistiques des registres de recensement dans l’Empire Ottoman au 
XVe et XVIe siècles," Journal of Economic and Social History of the Orient, vol. 1, no. 1 (August 1957), p. 27. 
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33 André Raymond, "Les Bains publics au Caire à la fin du XVIIIe siècle," Annales nnéliéques: no. 8 (1969), pp. 129 - 150. 
34 André Raymond, "Signes urbains et études de la population des grandes villes arabes à l’époque ottomane," Bulletin d'études orientales, 
vol. 27 (1974), pp. 183 - 193. 
35 André Raymond, "La Population du Caire de Magqrizi à la Description de l’Egypte," Bulletin d'études orientales, vol. 28 (1975), p. 209. 


36  Thiery Bianquis, "Damas," in: Jean-Claude Garcin (dir.), Grandes villes méditerranéennes du monde musulman médiéval, Collection EFR 
no. 269 (Rome: L’Ecole française de Rome, 2000), p. 41. 
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37 Ibid., p. 42. 

38 Françoise Micheau, "Bagdad," in: Garcin, p. 93. 

39 Ibid. 

40 Abdelaziz Duri, "Bagdad," in: Encyclopédie de l’Islam,vol. 1, 2" ed., (Leyde; Paris: Maisonneuve & Larose, 1960), p. 925. 
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41 Jacob Lassner, The Topography of Baghdad in The Early Middle Ages (Detroit: Wayne State University, 1970), pp. 159 - 160. 
42 Russel, p. 89. 

43 Micheau, p. 93. 

44 Doris Behrens-Abouseif, "Le Caire," in: Garcin, p. 179 - 180. 

45 Ibid. 

46 Russel, p. 131. 

47 Raymond, "La population du Caire," pp. 201 - 215. 


48 Dominique Sourdel, "Esquisse topographique d’Alep intra-muros à l’époque ayyoubide," Annales Archéologiques de Syrie, vol. 2 (1952), 
PP. 109 - 133. 
49 Anne-Marie Eddé, "Alep," in: Garcin, pp. 159-160. 
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